
City of Deer Park  
City Council Meeting 
Municipal Building 
November 24, 2014 
 
President Comer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer. The Clerk 
read the roll. Mr. Donnellon, Mrs. Hedger, Mr. Lehane, Ms. Newsom, Mr. Perin, Mr. Rapp, Mr. 
Tassell.   
 
Approval of Minutes  
Mrs. Hedger motioned to approve the minutes from the November 10, 2014 City Council Meeting. Mr. 
Lehane seconded the motion. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Public Comment – Citizens and Guests – None 
 

Standing Committee Reports  
 
Legislative and Finance Committee  
October 2014 Auditor’s and Treasurer’s Report 
Mrs. Hedger made a motion to accept the September 2014 Auditor and Treasurer’s Report. Seconded 
by Mr. Perin.  
 
Safety Committee 
New Hire Update 
Mr. Lehane reported that the new hire process is taking a bit longer than expected. Plans are to have 
the new police officer sworn in at the first city council meeting of next month, December 8th.   
 
Public Works Committee 
Redmont Improvement Project Update 
Mr. Tassell reported that the Redmont Improvement Project is moving along though the freezing cold 
and snow slowed down the progress a bit. Mr. Lehane mentioned that there were 
materials/equipment on both sides of the street and was worried about safety. Mr. Berens replied that 
they are moving back and forth from one side to the other as they go but should for the most part keep 
it to one side at a time for safety reasons and he will mention it to them tomorrow.  
 
Road Salt 
President Comer asked if we did okay on salt during and after the first snow of the season.  Mr. Berens 
replied that we received another delivery and are okay on the salt supply.   
 
New Dump Truck 
Mr. Perin asked if the new dump truck that was delivered was being used yet.  Mr. Berens replied that 
training is going to take place soon because the new truck is computerized. Mrs. Hedger mentioned 
that the new dump truck will save on salt with the built in programmer.  
 

Report of Special Committees / Boards  
 
Park Board Report – Mr. Perin reported for Jake Preston. The Chamberlin Park Christmas Tree 
Lighting is this Friday November 28 from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. The tree lighting is at 7:30 and Santa 
Claus arrives at 8:00. Decorating took place Friday November 21 and Saturday November 22.  Santa 
Saturday is on December 6. Santa will be riding on the fire truck starting at 11:35 a.m. at Oakwood 
and Lake making stops throughout Deer Park ending at 2:05 p.m. at the Municipal Building.   
Citizen Questions or Comments on Agenda Thus Far – None 



Correspondence (Clerk of Council) & Miscellaneous – None 
 
New Business – President Comer mentioned that there was a phenomenal turnout for both Mr. 
Berens’ granddaughter’s and Mr. Donnellon’s daughter’s benefit events. Mr. Donnellon thanked all 
for their help and support stating that it meant a lot.  
 
President Comer mentioned that on November 13 Mr. Berens and Mr. Tassell and he accepted an 
award from Rumpke/Hamilton County for Deer Park for Most Improved Recycling. Mr. Berens stated 
we have doubled our recycling percentages over the past few years. It’s good for our community and 
good for the environment.  
 
Mrs. Hedger stated that the benefit for Jim Carey, a local plumber who was recently injured, is on 
December 12 from 7 p.m. - 12 midnight at the Community Center.  
 
Mrs. Hedger mentioned that the Little Cats 6th grade team had an exceptional football season which 
has been well documented in a video available on YouTube. Excitement is all around as they move on 
to the Junior High next year! Mayor Collins will proclaim December 8, 2014 as “Little Cats Day” 
where the team will be attending the city council meeting that night.  
 
Reports from other City Officials  
Treasurer – None 
Law Director – None 
Auditor – None 
Safety Service Director – Mr. Berens stated that he has been working with The National League of 
Cities which has a program called a “service line warranty” which covers the lines from the street to 
gas and water meters for property owners. This would provide insurance to cover repair if something 
happens which can be quite costly. Mr. Berens will bring more information to discuss at the December 
1st committee meeting.  A possible resolution can be done on December 8th at the city council meeting. 
 
Mayor’s Report – Mayor Collins said that the turnout for Mr. Donnellon’s daughter’s benefit was 
astounding and that it shows that this is a neat community to be part of.   
 
Executive Session – RE:To Discuss Employee Compensation and Benefits, Labor 
Contract (7:45pm) 
At 7:18 p.m., Mrs. Hedger motioned to retire to executive session to discuss Employee Compensation 
and Benefits, Labor Contract, including Mr. Berens, Mr. Applegate, Mayor Collins, President Comer, 
Mrs. Seitz, Mr. Helmes, Mr. Todd, the seven council members, Joe Scholler and Alex Ewing. Mr. 
Lehane seconded the motion. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mrs. Hedger – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. 
Newsom – aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. 
 
At 8:19 p.m., Mrs. Hedger motioned to end executive session and reconvene the regular meeting. Mr. 
Perin seconded the motion. Mr. Donnellon – aye, Mrs. Hedger – aye, Mr. Lehane – aye, Ms. Newsom 
– aye, Mr. Perin – aye Mr. Rapp – aye, Mr. Tassell – aye. Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
Mr. Donnellon motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Lehane.  Motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.   
 
 
____________________________               ___________________________ 
Joseph W. Comer         Joanie Perin-Seitz 
President of Council        Clerk of Council 


